DIRECTIONS 


FOR THE CONDUCT 
OF THE 


OVERSEERS OF THE POOR 


FOR THE 


SIX UNITED PARISHES 
IN THE 


TOWN AND LIBERTIES 
| or 
SHREWSBURY : 
Enjoined by the Act for the Eſtabliſhment of the 


Shrewsbury Houſe of Induſtry. 


Together with the Bye-Laws, Rules, and Ordinances, 
relative thereto, made by Virtue of the Powers veſted 
in the Directors by that Act. 
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DIRECTIONS, &e. 
INTRODUCTION. 


Tun Overſeers of the ſeveral 
Pariſhes will recollect, that the Eftabliſh- 
ment of the Houſe of Induſtry exonerates 
them from a great deal of the trouble 
heretofore attached to the duties of their 
office; that great benefits have been derived 
by the pariſhes for which they act from 
this Inſtitution; and that it is eſſentially 
neceſſary, in order to render theſe advan- 
tages permanent and perpetual, that a 
cordial co-operation ſhould conſtantly take 
place between them and the Directors. 
Unleſs the Overſeers exert themſelves, to 
furniſh the Board with every information 
that can be obtained reſpecting the caſes 
.and circumſtances of the poor applying for 
A.2 relief, 
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relief, it will be impoſſible for the latter to 
detect the numerous frauds and impoſitions 

that are daily attempted; or duly to diſeri- 

minate between thoſe caſes where that relief 
would be properly adminiſtered, and thoſe 
where it would be ſhamefully abuſed, and 
applied ſolely to the gratification of vicious 
propenſities. Both the Directors and the 
Pariſh Officers have one common object in 
view, and one common intereſt in the pru- 
dent and judicious application of the paro- 
chial fund. The Overſeers muſt be ſenfible 
therefore, that they ought never to ſuffer 


any groundleſs or contemptible jealouſy, to 


prevent their diligent and faithful diſcharge 
of the duties attached to their important 
office. The powers veſted in the Directors, 
by the Act of Parliament, for enforcing the 
due obſervance of the ſubjoined Bye-Laws, 
are very ample and complete ; but they 
would feel extreme reluctance and concern, 


in being reduced to the neceſſity of inflict- 


ing thoſe penalties for negle&, which the 
A& of Parliament impoſes, 


It 
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It is particularly recommended to the 
Parochial Officers, that they ſteadily con- 
form to that Bye-Law which requires them 
to give public notice to the Poor of their 
reſpective Pariſhes, that thoſe of them who 
intend applying for relief, muſt make their 
caſes known to the acting Officer, prior to 
the enſuing Board-day. When the ground 
of application is fickneſs or diſability, the 
Officer will communicate to the Apothecary 
of the Houſe every ſuch application, in 
order that the latter may viſit ſuch Paupers, 
and report their caſes to the next Board. 
And in every caſe, it will be the duty of the 
Officer to collect every information in his 
power, reſpecting the ſituation and circum- 
ſtances of the Pauper, and communicate the 
ſame to the Board, at the time ſuch Pauper 
comes forward with an application for ſuch 
relief. It was equally the duty of the 
Overſeer to make ſuch enquiries before the 
Houſe of Induſtry was eſtabliſhed, and no 
additional burthen is therefore hereby i im- 
poſed upon him, 
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Great expenſes have been incurred, 
by the keepers of lodging-houſes taking in 
improper in-mates, and by the families of 
Paupers obtaining a temporary refidence in 
pariſhes to which they do not belong, and 
where they do not intend to take up any 
ſettled abode for the fake of employment, 
but merely to obtain parochial relief as 
Caſual Poor. Theſe Perſons cannot now 
be paſſed to their pariſhes; but when they 
become permanently ehargeable, can only 
be conveyed there by Orders of Removal, 
at a great coſt to the pariſh-removing ; and 
the frequent recurrence of ſtill more expen- 
five litigations in caſes of doubtful ſettle- 
ment. The ſame evil has attended the 
harbouring of ſingle pregnant women, not 
pariſhioners. The Officers will therefore 
exert their utmoſt vigilance, and employ 
their Pariſh Beadles from time to time 
to viſit ſuch places, and collect by every 
poſſible means timely information of ſuch 
practices. It will be ſeen by the ſubjoined 
clauſe, taken from the Shrewſbury Act, that 
in caſe of neglecting to give ſuch timely 
| information 
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information to the Board, the whole, G- 
penſe attending the relief or maintenance of 
ſuch Paupers, falls upon the particular 
pariſh where ſuch neglect has taken place; 
and it has been found neceflary fricly to 

enforce this proviſion. = 


As the whole expenditure for the ſups 
port of the Houſe of Induſtry, together 
with the ſums diſburſed for the Relief of 
the Out-poor, are defrayed by the Board 
the latter once a fortnight — the acting 
Overſeers will ſee the neceſſity the Direct- 
ors are under of carrying into effe& that 
other Clauſe. of the Act, which impoſes a 
Fine when the average quotas are not paid 
in at the time they are legally Ro 


In every caſe that can ariſe, the joint 
and zealous co-operation of the Parochial 
Officers with the Board of Directors, will 
moſt effectually ſecure to the United Pa- 
riſnes thoſe ineſtimable advantages which 
they have derived from this valuable Eſtab- 


liſnment. 
4 4 CLAU- 
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* CLAUSES 
FROM THE ACT OF PARLIAMENT. 


Clauſe 30. And be it further ates. 
That the Churchwardens and Overſeers of 


the Poor for the Time being, of all and 


every the ſaid reſpective Pariſhes, ſhall 
from Time to Time, and at all Times here- 
after, aid and aſſiſt the ſaid Directors to the 
beſt of their Power, and ſhall at all Times 
obey their Orders and Notices relative to 
the Execution of this Act; and in caſe any 
Churchwardens or Overſeers of the Poor 
| ſhall refuſe or neglect to aſſeſs and levy the 
ſeveral Sum and Sums of Money that from 
Time to Time ſhall be fixed and aſcertained 
by the ſaid Directors upon any of the ſaid 
reſpective Pariſhes, or to pay ſuch Sum and 


Sums of Money at the Time and Place 
appointed, according to the Requiſition and 


Requiſitions of the ſaid Directors made in 
purſuance of this Act, or to obey any ſuch 
Order or Orders, Notice or Notices as 
aforeſaid, every Churchwarden or Overſeer 
of the Poor ſo neglecting or refuſing ſhall 

b- 
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be ſummoned, by Writing, under the 


Hands of any Two or more of the- ſaid 

Directors, to appear at the next Quarterly 

Meeting of the ſaid Directors to be holden 
as aforeſaid; and if any ſuch Churchwarden 
or Oyerſeer of the Poor ſo ſummongd ſhall 
neglect or refuſe to appear at ſuch Meeting, 
or if appearing, ſhall not ſufficiently excuſe 

or juſtify himſelf, but ſhall be adjudged, 
by the Directors at ſuch Meeting, to have 
made Default in any of the Matters afore- 
ſaid, then, and in eyery ſuch Caſe, ſuch- 
Churchwarden and Overſeer of the Poor ſq, 
offending ſhall forfeit and pay, for every 

ſuch Offence, any Sum not exceeding Ten 
Pounds, nor leſs than Five Pounds, to be 

levied by Diſtreſs and Sale of the Offend- 
ex's Goods and Chattels, by Warrant under 


the Hand and Seal of any one Juſtice of | 


the Peace for the ſaid Town and Liberties, Y 
and ſuch Forfeitures ſhall be paid to the 


- Treaſurer to the ſaid Corporation, and ap- 


phed for the Purpoſes of this Act. 
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Extras from Clauſe 37. And be it 
further enacted, That if the Pariſh Officers 
of any of the faid Pariſhes Hall ſuffer any 
Perfon or Perſons whoſe legal Settlement is 
not within the ſame, to inhabit or refide 


within any ſuch Pariſh, without producing 


and delivering to them a Certificate from 
the Place of his, her, or their laft legal 
Settlement, or giving Notice thereof to the 
faid Directors at ſome of their weekly 


Meetings, within Forty Days next after 


ſack Perſon or Perſons ſhall come to reſide 
or inhabit within fuch Pariſh, and ſuch 


Perſon or Perſons ſhall afterwards become 


chargeable to the ſame, that then the whole 


Charge and Expenſe, which ſhall be occa- 


ſioned by or on Account of ſuch Perſon 
or Perſons, ſhall. be defrayed by the Inha- 
bitants. of fach particular Pariſh, without 
the Aſſiſtance of the ſaid Corporation; any 
Thing in this Act contained to the contrary 


hereof notwithtanding, 
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BYE-LAWS 
Relative to the General and External Concerns 
OF THE 
HOUSE OF INDUSTRY. 
. 
l. 


TT war the acting Officer of each of 
the United Pariſhes, or in caſe of fickneſs, 
or abſence on neceffary buſineſs, another 


Officer in his place and ſtead, attend each 
Weekly Court,* before the hour of eleven 


in the forenoon. 
II. 

That they make themſelves acquainted 
with the fituations, circumſtances, and cha- 
racers of perſons applying for relief, and 
that for this purpoſe, notice be given from 
time to time, in the reſpective Pariſhes, 
that the Poor intending to apply for relief 
at the Monday's Weekly Board; make 


known 


* The Weekly Court is held by three or more of 
the twelve Directors. : 
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known their caſes, and the ground of their 


application, to the acting Pariſh Officer 


for the Pariſh to which they belong; on a 


day prior to ſuch Board-day, in order that 
proper enquiry be made into their reſpective 
claims. 

III. 

That they do not defray any lying - in 
expenſes, or relieve any pauper whatſoever, 
but by order of the Weekly Court, except 
in caſes of ſudden emergency, and then only 
with the conſent of three Directors. 

IV, 

That they do not order, or engage to 
defray the expenſe of, any coffin or other 
funeral charges, without the written con- 
ſent of three Directors. 

V. 

That they give notice to the Weekly 
Caurt of all perſons likely to become 
chargeable, who may come to reſide within 
their reſpective pariſhes, not belonging 
thereto, nor bringing certificates from their 
laſt legal places of ſettlement, within forty 
days of their ſo coming to reſide therein, 
agreeably to the directions of the AR. 

=: 

That they uſe their utmoſt endeavours 
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to obtain the earlieſt information of all ſingle 

women in a ſtate of pregnancy, reſident 

within their reſpective pariſhes, and give 

notice thereof to the next Weekly Court. 
VII. 

That they keep regular accounts of 
their weekly pay, occaſional relief, and 
other incidental expenſes, and produce the 
ſame once a fortnight to the Directors at 
their Weekly Courts, in order to their 
being examined and allowed. | 

VIII. 

That they inſert in their books, the 
names, ages, number of family, ſtate of 
health, and reſidence of the poor relieved 
by order of the Directors. 

IX. 

That they deliver all certificates, 
paſſes, orders of removal, orders of filia- 
tion, letters, and all other papers reſpecting 
the poor, to the next Weekly Court after 
receiving the ſame, in order to their being 
filed by the Steward. 

X. 

That the Steward give them copies 
of ſuch orders and directions, as they are 
reſpectively required to carry into exe- 
cution. 


XI. That 
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XI. 

That no conſtant weekly pay be 

allowed to the Out-Poor (children at nurſe 

excepted) unleſs in caſes of lunacy, fickneſs, 

or where their admiſſion into the Houſe 

ſhall be judged improper bo. the weekly 

Court. 

XII. 

That no clothing whatſoever be allowed 
to the Out-poor, except in caſe of fickneſs, 
when the weekly Court, or, if immediately 
neceſſary, the Committee for the diſtribution 
of clothing, may exerciſe a diſcretionary 
power. | 

XIII. 

That to prevent improper expenſe or 
impoſition, no ſum be allowed towards any 
funeral, where the pauper is not buried 
entirely at the charge of the United Pa- 
riſhes, and in the accuſtomed manner. 


J. AND W. EDDOWES, PRINTERS» 


